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Letter from the President
The Radnor Heritage Society and Museum has had a busy summer. The newsletter will profile some of our activities 
and will provide a glimpse into what is to come in 2023. Our thanks to Joe Preston whose vision led to much of this 
newsletter, including the wonderful photos and diagrams below.  Joe is a master historian of the Radnor community 
and its people.  Many thanks Joe!

Memorial Day saw large crowds for the parade, service in the cemetery and for the dinner at the firehouse.  Many 
Memorial Day visitors stopped by the museum to view the renovated windows, new displays, and to chat with 
museum volunteers.  We enjoyed great stories about local families and Radnor history.  We have seen more 
visitors to the museum during our open times (April-October, first and third Sundays, 1-4pm).  Donations have also 
increased.  Read more about our activities below.

I want to use this letter to profile a very important person in our 
museum family, Laura Thomas (Herbert Family of Radnor).  
Laura has been a key player at the museum for 15 years 
creating displays, connecting the museum with Ohio and 
national Welsh associations, and organizing the annual Welsh 
picnic and St. David’s Day celebration, just to name a few.  Her 
knowledge, invaluable lists, and memory about the museum 
and Radnor were key in the transition of the museum after the 
death of Jay and Martha Sparks and Rachel Thomas.  Laura 
was the bridge from them to me as I assumed the position of 
President.  Without her I would not have been able to take 
on this role successfully.  This summer Laura submitted her 
resignation from active volunteer activities.  Laura also retired 
from teaching at The Ohio State University after 40+ years of 
service.  The best news is that she recently married Rob Lewis 
and is embarking on an exciting new life with all of our support 
and thanks for the many years of work she has given us.  
Please read her bio on the Radnor Heritage Society website. 
(RadnorHeritageSociety.org)

Recent Activities
During the last half of the year the Society 
participated in two events that displayed Radnor’s 
history. The first occurred on July 16th when the 
Society hosted the Columbus Welsh Society’s 
annual picnic dinner featuring a potluck dinner and 
a review of the historic buildings in Radnor. Laura 
Thomas, a member of both societies, acted as 
host reviewing early pictures of Radnor’s buildings 
erected for the most part during the “Delhi Era” 1849 
to 1870. Laura followed that by leading a walking 
tour from Taylor street north to the Museum and 
included the historic Welsh Lych-gate entrance to 
the cemetery. Laura is well qualified to lead this tour 
as she is a 5th generation descendant of the Welsh 
emigrant family of Herbert that was a prominent 
family during the time Delhi/Radnor buildings were 
being erected. 



Display of Radnor Historic Buildings Welsh Club tour of Radnor by Laura Thomas July 16 2022

Pam Jones Zeirott and Ann Jones dressed in period costumes, 
the Radnor Cemetery tour site.

Displays at Radnor Cemetery site of the 
Cemetery Tour August 28 2022.

The second event for the Society was held on 
August 28, 2022 when we became a stop on the 
Delaware Historical Society’s “Cemetery Tour”. The 
tour consisted of a very interesting, well planned 56 
mile driving tour of selected sites and cemeteries 
across Delaware County. 
At the Radnor stop two early residents were 
featured showing their grave sites with their former 
home sites marked for the drive by tour. The two 
early residents honored were Margaret Perry, 
wife of the first Welsh resident, Henry Perry, and 
George Pugh, a Welsh trained blacksmith and 
farmer in Radnor. 

There were 45 registered visitors at the Radnor 
cemetery site with most touring the museum before 
moving on to the next site.

At the end of the day the Delaware Society held a life reenactment of all the county’s selected honorees that included 
Margaret Perry and George Pugh of Radnor. 



Newly acquired 
cemetery information.
Buckeye Valley cleaned out a storage shed at the 
Administrative offices recently and found a trove 
of blue prints and drawings of the early BV school 
planning for the district. 

Also included were five 1930’s drawings of the 
Radnor Cemetery. The cemetery was labeled as 
being in MalboreTownship; however someone saw 
that mistake and scribbled over the label.

One of the drawings shows the sections of the cemetery over 90 years ago.

Section 1 is the original Cemetery that was thought of as “the Burying Ground” until in 1833 the trustees purchased 
two and one-half acres of land from David Pugh to fully establish the cemetery.

On the next page is a facsimile of Section 1 and shows the problems of lack of organization in the early times. Here 
again it is difficult to see the details in this document when reduced to small size.
 
Additional work will be needed to identify and locate each grave but readings have been done in the past and it will be 
possible to identify each grave by row and number. This is a project we hope to begin in the Spring 2023.

Facsimile of cover drawing (visit the Museum to see details)  

Drawing 2.  Please visit the museum to see this in detail.



Section 1 “Old Cemetery”.  Rows are across the bottom, grave numbers in each row are indicated on each grave.

Many Thanks to Buckeye Valley Staff
The Heritage society wishes to thank the Buckeye Valley custodial staff Sheryl Goble and Jeff Thompson for 
finding these historic documents and contacting the Radnor Heritage Society about them. The return of these 
treasures adds to the history of Radnor.  Along with the return of the drawings Sheryl and Jeff helped us bring 
the concrete signs reading, “Girls”, “Boys,” and “Auditorium” back to the Radnor school site.  These signs sat 

above the three doors across the front of the Radnor school building.  Sheryl and Jeff used their fork lift to 
load the stones onto trucks that transported the stones back “home” to the Radnor school site. They were then 
positioned around the flag pole on concrete blocks creating a place for visitors to sit.  We were assisted at the 

school site by Todd Coonfare and Brad Williamson.  Truly a team effort all around.  Thanks to all!!



 

HOW TO FIND US!  We launched our website in February: www.radnorheritagesociety.org.  Find us on 
Facebook! @radnorheritagesociety. Follow and “like” our new Facebook page. 

YOU CAN HELP US GROW! We have many more plans for growing the museum and need your help to do this.  
We want to paint the auditorium walls and floor, repair the side doors, and stabilize and paint the fire escapes.  
We need volunteers to help with these projects and we need your donations to fund them. Your donations help 
us achieve our goals. Checks can be made out to: 

Radnor Heritage Society and mailed to: 
Radnor Heritage Society, P.O. Box 115, Radnor, OH 43066 

We welcome donated items representing Radnor history, photos of the area, and genealogy materials. 
To donate items or volunteer with us, please email: radnorheritagesocietyinc@gmail.com
Help us cut postal costs.  Please send us your email address to receive the newsletter online at no cost to us:  
radnorheritagesocietyinc@gmail.com
 
Thank you from Radnor Heritage Society Officers:

Ann Jones, President 

Ken Fryman, Vice President

Bill Thompson, Treasurer

Pam Zeirott, Secretary

Joe Preston, Historian
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SAVE THE DATE!  
Annual St. David’s Day event Saturday, 
March 4th, 2023.  Visit our Facebook 

page or website in February for details 
and to get your tickets!


